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Brethren of Toronto East District: 
 
What a weather rollercoaster we have had!!  Spring-like days of glorious, warm sunshine gave way to the 
arctic depths of -20C with ice, snow, sleet and occasional rain. I hope the groundhogs get it right!!  
 
With some “reasonable” winter weather, I trust a good number of Masons from each Lodge will come out 
to support your brethren at the Installation at The Imperial East Gate on February 13th  and the remaining 
Official Visits scheduled during February, March and April.  For specifics, see the District Trestleboard.  
 
While the weather may have been unsteady, Masonic activity has remained constant this past month.  
Many brethren attended Tributes to Bro. Robert Burns, education talks, Past Masters’ meetings and 
various planning sessions.  Well done!!  However, I also want to recognize the many brethren who have 
attended our District Lodges in support of our newly-initiated brethren and those advancing in their 
degrees.  These nights are important for the candidates as well as everyone in attendance - each member 
present is continuing his own Masonic journey.   
 
W. Bro. Malcolm Parish and his happy throng of ticket sellers are to be congratulated for the enjoyable 
evening at Yuk Yuk’s on January 24th.  Those who were able to attend had a riotous evening with the 
proceeds going toward the District Charity.  The brethren of Riverdale John Ross Robertson Lodge also 
deserve recognition for your initiative in holding a Masonic Walking Tour in Toronto on January 26th - 
proceeds also donated to the District Charity.  These and other activities being planned in support of the 
SickKids Foundation raise very necessary funds and they also give us a chance to enjoy the company of 
our brethren and their families outside the doors of our Lodges. 
 
A meeting with the District Chairs and Co-ordinators on January 30th allowed us all to share ideas for the 
good of the District.  To all Chairs I thank you for being part of the team.  My thanks are also extended to 
W. Bro. Scott McDonald (Quarry Talk for MMs), V. W. Bro. Peter Sialtsis (B2B & F2F) and W. Bro. 
Dennis Rankin and his team (Mechanics of the Work) for the very fine sessions planned and held in 
January.  I very much appreciate all of your efforts on the District’s behalf.   
 
We are a very busy District indeed; the Trestleboard and the monthly Lodge Summonses attest to that. 
However, successful events need a good COMMUNICATION PLAN.  What better way than for the 
activity co-ordinator to plan early and communicate throughout the District early as well?  If Lodge 
secretaries would include these District events in their own Summons it would help to remind their 
brethren of the many opportunities to practice Masonry beyond the doors of a member’s own Lodge.  
Community events such as the upcoming Claremont Winter Carnival Parade (Saturday, February 2nd) or 
Markham Union’s Burns Night that evening or the Masonic Blood Donor Week (February 18-22) are 
successful only through strong communication throughout the District. To stay informed,  I recommend 
every Mason stop by the District and Grand Lodge websites regularly. 
 
Finally, as Valentine’s Day approaches, it provides a “gentle reminder” to us to remember those strong 
supporters of our Masonic journeys…the ladies in our lives.  Please pause, reflect and sincerely say 
“thanks” to all of those you hold dear.  Without the love, counsel and support of these wonderful people 
our own journeys would be wearisome indeed.  To our Ladies!! 
 
May the G.A.O.T.U. keep you safe always and help us all to remain true to our obligations. 
 
Freemasonry in action…deeds speak!! 
 
Sincerely and fraternally, 
Bruce N. Palanik 
District Deputy Grand Master 
Toronto East District  


